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Dear Professor Fortov, Dear President,

I write as Chair of the Committee on Freedom and Responsibility in the conduct of
Science (CFRS) of the International Council of Science (ICSU), of which the Russian
Academy of Sciences has been a National Member since 1955. Composed of eminent
scholars from around the globe, CFRS is the guardian of the globally accepted Principle
of Universality of Science that advocates the free and responsible practice of science.

It is my understanding that the Russian Parliament is considering new legislation that
would radically transform the Russian Academy of Sciences, including proposals to
merge the Academy with two other science academies and abolish any distinction
between fully-fledged academicians and corresponding members. From the perspec-
tive of CFRS, the free and responsible conduct of science also requires the independ-
ence of Academies. We are therefore concerned about the proposed reforms, which
appear to have arisen without proper consultation and to threaten the long-respected
autonomy of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

In particular, I would like to emphasise the importance of maintaining the independ-
ence of the selection processes for Academy membership, based on scientific merit,
free of any political interference. It is only when these issues are respected that Acad-
emies can appropriately assume their responsibility to make available independent and
evidence-based scientific advice to government and for the benefit of society. This ca-
pability has been the hallmark of the Russian Academy of Sciences and ensured its sta-
tus as an institution of high standing in the international science community, including
ICSU. You can be assured of our full support in your efforts to preserve this status.

Yours smcerely,

Lelv K. Syd
Chair, ICSU CFRS

ICSU Principle of the Universality of Science
The free and responsible practice of science is fundamental to scientific advancement and
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human and environmental well-being. Such practice, in all its aspects, requires freedom of
movement, association, expression and communication for scientists, as well as equitable
access to data, information, and other resources for research. It requires responsibility at all
levels to carry out and communicate scientific work with integrity, respect, fairness, trustwor-
thiness, and transparency, recognising its benefits and possible harms. In advocating the free
and responsible practice of science, the International Council for Science (ICSU) promotes
equitable opportunities for access to science and its benefits, and opposes discrimination
based on such factors as ethnic origin, religion, citizenship, language, political or other opin-
ion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, disability, or age.
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YBaxkaemblii ipoeccop PopToB, yBakaeMblil TPEe3UIEHT!

C »TtuM nucbMoM 51 oOpamiatoch k Bam B kauectBe npesacenarens Komurera
Mo CcBOOOJIE U OTBETCTBEHHOCTHM YYEHBIX B 00JIACTM HAY4YHOM JEATEIbHOCTH
(CSFR) Mexnaynaponnoro cosera mo Hayke (ICSU / MKCY), HanmoHaJIbHBIM
yieHoM Kotoporo Poccuiickas akagemMuss Hayk cocTouT ¢ 1955 1.
ChopmupoBaHHBIf W3 BBIJAIONIMXCS YYEHBIX pa3HBIX CTpaH mupa, Komurer
(CFRS) sBnsieTcst XpaHUTENEM MPHHATOTO Ha TJI00aJbHONW YpOBHE MPHHIIMIA
YHUBEPCAITHHOCTHA HAYKU M BBICTYIAET TOOOPHUKOM CBOOOJBI M OTBETCTBEHHOCTHU
B HayKe.

Kak s moHuMaw, pOCCHUCKHI  mapiaaMeHT  OOCYXJaeT  HOBOE
3aKOHOJATEIbCTBO, KOTOPOE€ KOPEHHBIM 00pa3oM TpaHCPOpMUPOBAIO  Obl
Poccuiickyro akageMur0 Hayk, U KOTOPOE€ BKJIIOYAET MPEIJIOKEHUE O CIUSHUU
AkageMuu HayK C JByMS JPYTUMH HAy4YHBIMHA aKaJeMHSIMH, a TaKkkKe
MPEIOKEHUE O JIMKBUJAIMK KAKOTO-TUOO OTIWYUA MEXAY IeUCTBUTEIbHBIMU
YIeHaMU — aKaJeMHKaMH W 4JeHaMH-KoppecrnoHjaeHTamMu. C TOYKU 3pEeHUs
Hamero Komurera, CcBOOOJHOE M  OTBETCTBEHHOE  3aHATHE  HAy4YHOMU
JIEATEIIbHOCTHIO HACTOSATENIbHO TpeOyeT He3aBUCUMOCTH akajgeMuil. [TosTomy Mmbl
BBIPQ)KaeM CBOIO OOECIIOKOCHHOCTh B CBSI3M C MpejiaraeMbiMu  pedopmamu,
KOTOpbIE, KaK TMPEACTABISAETCS, BO3HHUKIM 0€3 MODKHBIX KOHCYIbTAIlMN U
YIPOXKAIOT CaMOMY «IPHUHIMIIY aBTOHOMHOCTH» PoccuiickoM akaaeMuu Hayk,
BCera o0eperaeMoMy B TIPOIILIOM.

Oco0eHHO MHE XOTeNOoCh OBl CHaelaTh YIOp Ha BaXKHOCTH COXPaHUTh
HE3aBUCUMOCTh AKaJIeMHUH HAyK B Jieie 0TOOpa CBOUX WICHOB, B OCHOBY KOTOPOTO
MOJIOKEHBl HAy4YHbIE JIOCTHKEHUS M cBoOOAa OT J0OOro TMOJUTUYECKOTO
BMeEIIaTeIbCTBA. TOJBKO TOrAa, KOIZA OTH MPUHLUUNHAIBHBIE KPUTEPUU
yBAXAIOTCS, AaKaJeMUW HAayK MOTYT HaJUuIeKaluM o0pa3oM OpaThb Ha cels
OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 3a TO, YTO OHHM MPEACTABISIOT IMPABUTEILCTBY HE3aBUCHUMOE
HAay4YHO OOOCHOBAaHHOE U MOJKPEIUIEHHOE pe3yjibTaTaMu HCCIEIOBAaHUN MHEHUE
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JUTSL IPUHATHUSL PENIeHUsT Ha Ojaro oOmiecTBa. JTOT MOTEHIMAN BCETIA SBISUICS
OTJMYUTEIHHBIM 3HAKOM «HAWMBBICIICH MpoOB» Poccuiickol akageMuu HAyK U
o0ecrnieunBal eif cTaTyc opraHu3anun, KoTopas 001aaeT BBICOKUM aBTOPUTETOM B
MEXIYHApOJIHOM HAydyHOM COOOIINECTBE, BKIIOUas MEXIyHAapOIHBIA COBET IIO
Hayke (ICSU / UKCY). Bel moxkere ObITh yBEpEeHBI B HaIlleH MOJIHOM MOJIEpIKKe
Bammx ycunuii, HarpaBIeHHBIX Ha COXpaHEHHE 3TOTO cTaryca.

Hckpenne Bam,

JleiiB K. Cunnec
[Ipencenarens Komurera UKCY.

[TpuHIIMIT yHUBEPCATHHOCTH HAYKU
Mexnaynaponnoro coseta o Hayke (MKCY)

CBoOomHass W OTBETCTBEHHAs  HayyHas  [pakTUKa  SBISIETCS
byHIaMEeHTAIbHON OCHOBOM HAay4YHOI'O rporpecca, YeJI0BEUYECKOI0
O5arococTosiHUSL U ONAronpusiTHOM OKpYy»Karoimiel cpenpl. Takas MpakTUKa, BO
BCEX CBOMX aclekTax, TpeOyeT cBOOOAbI TEpPEABMKEHUS, BCTYIUIGHHUS B
accolUaliy, BEIPaXKEHUs] MHEHUS U OOIEHUSI YUCHBIX, PABHO KaK PaBHOIPABHOTO
JoCTyna K JaHHbIM, MH(QOpPMAIMU W JAPYTUM HCTOYHMKAM JUJIsl TPOBEACHUS
uccienoBanuil. Taxxke He0OXouMa OTBETCTBEHHOCTh Ha BCEX YPOBHSX JJISl TOTO,
4YTOOBI BECTH HAy4HYIO Pa0O0Ty W MPEABSBIATH €€ Pe3yibTaThl 0OIECTBEHHOCTH
YECTHO, B YBAXUTEJIbHOU (hOopMe, MO CHPABEAJIMBOCTH, BBI3BIBAIOIIUM JOBEPHE
o0Opa3oM, yToObl Bce OBLIO MPO3payHO, MpPU3HABAs KaK BBITOABI U JOCTHXKECHUS
HAy4YHbIX HMCCJEIOBAaHUW, TaK M MX BO3MOXHBIM Bpel. OTcramBas CBOOOJIHOE U
OTBETCTBEHHOE 3aHATHsS HAy4YHOW AEATEIbHOCTBbIO, MEXKIyHapOAHBIM COBET IO
Hayke (MKCY) BeicTynaer 3a paBHOIpaBHBIE JJIsI BCEX BO3MOXKHOCTH JIOCTYIA K
HayKl MU Ojaram, KOTOpbIE OHAa HECET, U NPOTHUBOACHCTBYET AMCKPUMHUHAIUH,
OCHOBAHHOW Ha (haKTOpax dTHUYECKOTO MPOUCXOXKJICHHUS, PEJIUTUH, TPAKIAHCTBA,
A3bIKA, MOJIMTUYECKUX WM MHBIX YOEKIEHHUH, Mojia, FeHAepHOH HIACHTHUYHOCTH,
CEKCyaTbHOUM OpPHEHTAINH, (PU3NYECKON HEMOIIU WU BO3pacTa.



