Support Letter by Edouard Brézin

Former President of the French Academy of Sciences

To: Chairman of the State Duma of the Federal Assembly
of the Russian Federation

Sergey Naryshkin

Your Excellency,

Russian science in my field of expertise has always been extraordinarily creative,
original and successful. For many decades many concepts of primary importance have
originated from Russia. The role of the Russian Academy of Science in this success
story has been pivotal. Institutes such as the Landau Institute, the Institute for Physical
Problems, the Steklov Institute and several others, belong to the short list of world
leading centers. Clearly the understanding by the Russian Academy of the criteria
which allow for science at its best, has been absolutely essential.

We have been informed by our Russian colleagues that the Duma will be considering
drastic changes to the organization of the Institutes run by the Academy. Why do
foreigners like me care? Well, science is a global international collective enterprise:
anything which happens to science anywhere in the world matters to all of us.
Therefore, although we do understand that reforms in organizations may lead to
improvements, we also know that unfortunate decisions may lead to irreversible
damages.

Therefore we respectfully beg your Excellence to make sure that the Academy, which
gathers the best minds of the country, remains at the heart of the future organization.

Respectfully yours

Edouard Brézin

Former President, Académie des Sciences (France)

Foreign member National Academy of Sciences (USA), Royal Society (UK)
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[Tucemo nogaepxku ot Iayapaa bpesun,
briBmiero IIpesunenta Axkagemun Hayk Opanuuu
IIpencenarento ['ocynapctBeHHOM J{ymbl
®denepanbHOro coOpaHus

Poccuiickoit @enepanun

Cepreto Hapblkuny

Bame [IpeBocxoauTensCTBO,

Poccuiickas Hayka B Moe# 001aCTH 3HaHHM Bceraa OblTa Ype3BhIYaiiHO TBOPUYECKOMH,
OpUTMHAJILHOM U ycremHol. Ha npoTsxkeHnn MHOTUX IE€CSATHIETH MHOTHE KOHIICTIIUH,
HMMEIOIIHE EPBOCTEIIEHHOE 3HaUeHNEe, BO3HUKIU B Poccuu. Posib Poccuiickoi akagemun
HayK B 3TOM UCTOPHUU ycrexa Obuta kitoueBoi. THCTUTYTHI, Takue kak THCTUTYT
Jlannay, UacTuTyT puznueckux npodiem, MUAH u HekoTOpBIe Ipyrue, BXOIT B
KOPOTKHUH CIACOK BEAYIINX MAPOBBIX LIEHTPOB. OYeBHUIHO, UTO TOHMMaHKue Poccuiickoin
AkazieMuen KpuTepreB, 00ECIIEUNBAIOIINX HAYKE CaMBbIE JIYUIIIHE €€ MPOsBICHHUS,
a0COJIIOTHO HEOOXOIUMBI.

Mgl 6p1TH TPOMH(OPMHUPOBAHBI HAIIUMHU POCCUHCKUMHU KoJuleraMmu, 4ro Jlyma 0ynet
paccMaTpuBaTh paJuKajIbHbIe U3MEHEHHS B OpraHU3allud HHCTUTYTOB B BEJCHUU
Axanemuu. [Touemy nHOCTpaHIIEB, TaKUX Kak s, 3T0 3a00TuT? Hayka siBisercs
[J100aJIbHBIM MEXTYHapOAHBIM KOJUIEKTUBHBIM MPEANPUATHEM: BCE, YTO IPOUCXOIUT C
HayKOH B JTI000# TOUKEe MUpa, UMEET 3HaueHue Jijis Bcex Hac. [loaTomy, XOTs Mbl
MOHUMAaeM, YTO peopMbI B OpraHU3aMi MOTYT PUBECTH K YIIYUILICHHUIO, MBI TAK)Ke
3HaeM, YTO PELICHHE HEeYJaYHOE MOXKET MPUBECTU K HEOOPATUMBIM MOBPEXKICHUSIM.

[ToaToMy MBI ¢ yBakeHHeM TpocuM Barre [IpeBocxoauTenbCTBO, 4TOOBI AKaaeMus,
KOTOpasi COOMpaeT Jy4Ilue yMbI CTPaHbl, OCTaBaIach B CEp/Ie OyayIeid opraHu3aliiu.

C yBaxxeHuew,

Edouard Brézin

beiBIIMi npe3ueHT AKaieMUun HaAyK

WNnoctpannsiii wien Hammonanenoii akagemun Hayk (CIHIA), Koponesckoe o61mmecTBo
(BenukoOpuTanus)

Laboratoire de Physique Théorique,

Ecole Normale Supérieure



